
What questions do you have about school 
starting this year? Answers 

Will my student be required to get the COVID-19 vaccine? 

There is no requirement for students to get the vaccine, however, it is 
the strongest protective measure against COVID-19 for those 12 and 
older. 

Will students be able to walk across the field each day before/after 
school? Are parents allowed to be back inside the fence to gather 
children at pick up time? 

Students can walk across the field before/after school this year. For 
safety reasons, we do ask that parents/guardians do not wait on the 
playground. They are welcome to wait along the sidewalk, as long as 
they do not impede student drop off and pick up efforts. 

Will the school be staying open all year?   

We sure hope so! We will continue to monitor the guidance from our 
state and local officials. Students will be assigned a laptop for use in the 
event that we have to pivot to distance learning.  

When do we find out our student's teacher assignment and when are 
kindergarten assessments  

You should have received an email notification about your child's class 
placement and by now, your child's teacher should have contacted you 
about arranging for a Family Connection Meeting. Kindergarten 
teachers are planning to combine their Family Connection meeting and 
assessment. Your child's teacher will be contacting you to arrange this 
time. 

Distancing, recess distancing, lunch time in separate locations.  How 
will this year be a return to normal for our children? 

Students will be able to take their masks off at recess and will not have 
to stay in their classroom cohorts. Lunch will be in classrooms and we 
will do our best to maintain as much distance and air circulation as 
possible. With the exception of wearing a mask, this year will feel a lot 
more like "normal" for students. 

Will there be PE and music and library this year? 

Yes! We are back on our regular specialist schedule! Students in K-3 
will have two music classes and one library class weekly. They will also 
have two recesses a day. Students in grades 4-6 will have two music, 
one library, and 2 PE classes weekly. Band and orchestra will be 
provided on W/F for 5th and 6th graders. Students in grades 4-6 have 
one recess daily. Depending on the teacher, students in grades 4-6 may 
get a second recess on the days there is no band/orchestra.  



What questions do you have about school 
starting this year? Answers 

Why is it that our kids are still masked? Why are school employees 
being fired for not being vaccinated?  

As we have done throughout the Pandemic, Puyallup schools will 
continue to follow the latest WA State Department of Health (DOH) 
guidance. Facemasks are legally required and mandated by the state 
for full-time, in-person instruction to occur.  Vaccinations are required 
for all K-12 employees by October 18. Medical and religious 
exemptions are being considered. 

Is there the potential for remote learning this school year? 

Yes, students will have a laptop checked out to them during the first 
week of school. We will have the capacity to pivot to remote learning if 
necessary. 

Will we be told which teachers are vaccinated?  

No, we cannot share information about an employee's vaccination 
status. It is a violation of FERPA. Out of respect and protection of 
privacy, we also ask that parents/guardians do not ask teachers or staff 
if they are fully vaccinated. As the principal, I am also not privy to this 
information; it is strictly shared between our HR department and the 
employee. We abide by the DOH requirements for schools and will do 
our best to keep our students healthy and learning! 

Is kindergarten full or half days?  All grades and classes are full days this year. 

We are excited to start the school year.    It would be reassuring to hear 
what COVID mitigation strategies Ridgecrest has in place for this school 
year.   

Please see the document I am sending out through school messenger 
on our Ridgecrest Systems and Procedures for In-Person Learning. It 
will inform you of what we have in place this year. Let me know if you 
have any other questions. 

Will there be an open house opportunity for my kids to see their 
classrooms and meet teachers? 

Yes, you will be invited to participate in a Family Connection Meeting 
by your child's teacher. Be looking for that email in your email in-box! 
We have set aside time on August 31 and September 1, but if those 
days are not good, you can work with your child's teacher to come in 
on a different date and time. It is our goal to have teachers meet with 
each family before September 10. 



What questions do you have about school 
starting this year? Answers 

Are kids going to have to wear masks all year? 

Right now facemasks are required for all students and staff working in 
schools. We have learned to take things one day at a time. The 
guidance may be changed or updated throughout the year. 

How would the school guarantee the social distance when all students 
are back to work? What is the safety plan to make sure COVID virus 
won’t spread between students who are full time in school? 

As we have all learned and experienced over the last year and a half, 
there are no guarantees but we do know that vaccines and facemasks 
are two of the most effective measures we can take. Please refer to the 
document I am emailing out to be informed of the safety measures and 
protocols we have in place at Ridgecrest. You can also go to our district 
website under News-What's New-Current COVID-19 Requirements and 
Back to School Information. 

What are the sanitizing procedures for the school year? With lunch 
being free for all this year, how will that work and where do kiddos 
eat?  (We're new to Ridgecrest) Will students be assigned 1:1 devices 
again and need to bring them to and from school each day? Lastly, 
what is the backup plan in case of another outbreak and what are the 
thresholds to that would bring us to that plan? Thank you!  

Classrooms will be cleaned and sanitized each day by our custodial 
staff. Students will be allowed to eat in their classroom, and we also 
have options for using the gym three days/week. Teachers can even 
take students outdoors for lunch on nice days. We will be assigning 
students devices again for use in school and for learning at home. At 
this point, I am not sure what the thresholds would be that would force 
us to go into remote learning. We are focusing our efforts on bringing 
all students back to school and keeping schools open. We will cross 
that bridge when we come to it and hope that it doesn't. We want 
nothing more than to have our students present and learning in 
person. The best source of information would be the Tacoma-Pierce 
County Health Department. 

What are the guidelines for recess? Will masks be required during that 
time?  Also, are kindergarten parents able to walk their child into class 
on the first day?  

I have provided recess guidelines in the Ridgecrest Systems and 
Procedures document. Masks will not be required outside. Because we 
need to limit the number of people in the building, we are asking 
parents/guardians of kindergarteners to take time at their Family 
Connection Meeting to talk about coming to class and walk through 
how the first day will go. At this point, we will be asking parents to say 
their good-byes at the main entrance.  



What questions do you have about school 
starting this year? Answers 

What cleaning products are going to be used to disinfect classrooms 
and high touch areas? In the past teachers have not wanted to spend 
time having children wash hands when entering classroom or during 
lunch, will this change and be more enforced? What about in 
portables? We have a 6th grader. What cleaning supplies can we 
donate? 

Our district/custodians use Suprox #38 Multipurpose cleaner solution 
that is a hydrogen peroxide base product for cleaning of surfaces. We 
also have disinfecting wipes that can be used by teachers and students 
on desks. Hand washing is both taught and encouraged. Hand sanitizer 
is placed outside each classroom and available for use at any time. 
Teachers in portables provide time for students to come in to use the 
restroom and wash hands before going to lunch. Hand sanitizer will be 
provided in the lunch line too. Talk to your child's teacher about any 
donations you would like to make. We do have to be careful, as many 
cleaning products are not on our list of approved cleaning supplies. 

With the variant how do we plan to keep the kids safe with fuller 
classrooms?  Volunteers. With the expectation that teachers are 
vaccinated by 10/18 what about the volunteers helping in the classes? 

Our district is increasing air ventilation in our HVAC systems. We ask 
teachers to keep doors and windows open too, increasing air flow. 
Volunteers are welcome back in our buildings. At this point, we are not 
sure if volunteers will be required to provide proof of vaccination after 
October 18. We are still waiting for more details around that. Until 
then, we can allow volunteers as long as they have an updated 
volunteer application on file. I will get more information out about 
volunteers and vaccine requirements as it is provided. 

 How does online learning look for a kindergartener?  

When we were in distance learning last year, our teachers used 
Microsoft Teams to conduct lessons virtually. Teachers also have 
documents and lessons uploaded to our Schoology site. This would be 
a good question to ask your child's teacher about this during your 
Family Connection Meeting.  We are hoping we don't need to move to 
that model, but we will be prepared if we do. Teachers will also 
prepare students in class by modeling how to use the online learning 
platforms. 



What questions do you have about school 
starting this year? Answers 

Is this school year going to be M-F for everyone? Or is it going to be a 
hybrid year? Some days at home online? Or all week days in school? 

We are planning for five days/week of in-person learning for all 
students right now.  We have learned to take one day at a time; 
however, I do believe that the general consensus is that students need 
to be in school. Please see the document I sent out that goes over our 
safety procedures and protocols. 

Where can I find the menu for breakfast and lunch? Will the pick up 
and drop off procedure be the same as last year toward the end of the 
year? 

I provided this information in our Ridgecrest Systems and Procedures 
document. You can find breakfast and lunch menus on our district 
website. I have the link in the document. 

Bus schedule 

Bus schedules are available on our Infofinder website. It is linked on 
our district website. You can go to 
http://www.infofinderi.com/ifi/?cid=PSD2PH9DQFZB. You can also call 
the school at 253-841-8753 and our office staff will be happy to assist 
you. 

How often will my kids be going to school? How big of a risk is it for my 
kids? 

Students will attend 5 days a week. Monday is late arrival - school is 
from 10:15 am - 3:36 pm. Tuesday - Friday is regular from 9:15 am to 
3:36 pm. I cannot assess the level of risk of getting COVID at school. We 
do require students and staff to wear facemasks, which is proven to be 
one of the most effective ways to reduce transmission.  

Want to know protocols for exposure to covid. Also what are the rules 
regarding any kind of sickness? Like a regular cold?  

The Department of Health has a really good section on protocols for 
COVID and other illnesses in their K-12 schools document. I have linked 
it at the end of our Ridgecrest Systems and Procedures document. We 
do have an onsite COVID coordinator and isolation space for students 
who may have to go home due to exposure to someone who is COVID 
positive or who shows symptoms of COVID. Feel free to contact our 
school nurse with any specific questions. 

Will there be an introduction for kindergarten students? I have not 
seen a communication come through about it.  

We will be having Family Connection Meetings for all grades. 
Kindergarten teachers will increase that time to allow for some 
assessments and orientation. School starts for Kindergarten on 
Wednesday, September 8. 



What questions do you have about school 
starting this year? Answers 

How do we sign up for the free lunch and breakfast? It says it’s free for 
ALL and to sign up, but doesn’t state where. 

You do not have to sign up for free breakfast or lunch. Students will 
simply sign up when breakfast/lunch count is taken each morning. We 
do encourage families to apply (or reapply) for free/reduced lunch 
because it will qualify families for fee waivers on technology protection 
plans, sports fees, and other school fees. Our school funding is also 
based on how many families qualify for free/reduced lunches, so we do 
appreciate families doing this. You can apply or reapply at 
https://secure.ezmealapp.com/ApplicationScreen.aspx. 

Is kindergarten 5 days a week? Yes, beginning September 8. 

What are the homework expectations for students? 

This varies by grade level, but a good rule of thumb is 10 minutes of 
homework per grade level. Be sure to ask your child's teacher about 
homework at your Family Connection Meeting. 

 


